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A microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna in
western Lithuania, or alternatively the Lamata land, as a
separate ethnic group was first described by Adolfas Tau-
tavièius on the basis of archaeological data and historical
sources more than thirty years ago. A. Tautavièius suppo-
sed that a separate ethnic group, or the Lamata land,
should be distinguished between the territory of Ðilutë
(Heydekrug)–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna (Fig. 1; Table 1; Tau-
tavièius, 1968, p. 10–11; 1977, p. 17–18; 1996, p. 77–
81). Thirty years is not a very long time for research.
Therefore even today the Lamata land looks mysterious
due to almost unpublished and badly survived archaeolo-
gical material from previous excavations by German scho-
lars. However, there are about 30 cemeteries and 36–38
settlements in this small territory (Table 1; Þulkus, 1998,
p. 21–26, Fig. 8). Hill-forts have not yet been excavated
in the Lamata land. Archaeological material of such ce-
meteries as Stragnai, Ðilutë, Vëþaièiai and Vilkyèiai1  is
not published and the fate of archaeological material is
not clear after World War II.

Swamps and lowlands at the reaches of the Minija and
Nemunas rivers as geographical peculiarities added to
the mysteriousness of the Lamata land. The tributaries of
the Minijaand small rivulets cover the Lamata land like a
spider’s web. Lamata was bounded by forest-belts, swam-
py valleys of rivers from the north, east and south-east.
However, at Veivirþënai, Ðvëkðna, Ðilutë, Priekulë and
Skomantai there are several altitudes, which are suitable
for settling. There are some concentrations of cemeteries
and settlements at these altitudes (Þulkus, 1998, p. 21–
26, Fig. 8). Anyway, the microregion between Ðilutë–Prie-
kulë and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania, or the Lamata
land, occupies about 500 km² (Þulkus, 1998, p. 22).
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Some of Lithuanian scholars agreed and supported
the idea that this separate ethnic group really existed in
the mentioned territory and with A. Tautavièius’ descrip-
tion of the most important features of the Lamata land.
Vladas Þulkus was one of those archaeologists who sup-
ported and developed investigations of the Lamata land
(Þulkus, 1998, p. 21–24). Marija Gimbutienë (Gimbu-
tas), Regina Volkaitë-Kulikauskienë, Laima Vaitkunskie-
në and Gintautas Zabiela denied A. Tautavièius’ opinion
and attributed the Lamata land to Scalvians or western
Samogitians (Gimbutienë, 1985, Fig. 1; Volkaitë-Kuli-
kauskienë, 1970, p. 38–40, Fig. 1; 1978, p. 2–22; 1987,
p. 190–191, Fig. 28; 2001, p. 130–134; Nakaitë, 1972, p.
119; Zabiela, 1997, p. 211–215). The mentioned scho-
lars did not see any difference between Lamatian and Scal-
vian or in some cases even Samogitian archaeological
material.

German scholars attribute material from a huge terri-
tory between Kretinga–Ðilutë and Tilsit (now Sovietsk,
Kaliningrad region) to Memelkultur or Memel-Gruppe.
From the ethnic point of view, German scientists ascri-
bed people that lived between Kretinga–Ðilutë and Tilsit
to Curonians or Curonians and Scalvians (Engel, 1931a,
S. 327; 1931b, S. 42–43, 81, 100–101, Abb. 10, 15, 46,
54; 1933, Karte IV–V; Engel, La Baume, 1937, S. 149–
151; Abb. 32, Karte 11–12; Gaerte, 1929, S. 260–319;
Hoffman, 1941, Karte). Regardless of the fact that Ger-
man scholars described the sites of Memelkultur or Me-
mel-Gruppe as a rather compact Curonian or Curonian
and Scalvian territory, in Curonian and Scalvian sites a
separate accumulation of hill-forts, settlements and ce-
meteries should be discerned. These sites, not mentioned
by German scholars, sites are located exactly in the terri-
tory between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna (Fig. 1).

The Lamata land (terra Lamotina; Lammato) was se-
veral times mentioned in written sources. Lamata as terra

 1 Part of archaeological material from Vëþaièiai and Vil-
kyèiai now is stored at MVFB.
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 Ta b l e  1 .  Cemeteries of the microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania
(Lamata land)
1  l e n t e l ë .  Mikroregiono tarp Ðilutës ir Priekulës bei Ðvëkðnos (kitaip – Lamatos þemë) kapinynai

chronology  Cemetery, time of excavation 
and general chronology 

County 
7th–8th c. 9th–13th c. 

Number of researched 
graves

References and museums 

1 Akmeniškiai Šilut  ? ? ? Žulkus, 1989 
2 Bareikai 

[7th–10th c.] 
Klaip da 7–8 9–10 ? Loose finds; MLIM; ŠVM 

3 Barvai (former Barwen), 1898, 
1899, 1901–1903.  
[6/7th –13th c.] 

Šilut  6–8 9–13 ? Sb. Prussia 1900, H. 21; 1909, H. 22; 
Bezzenberger, 1904; Tamulynas, 
1998. Prussia Museum 

4 Bružai (former Bruischen) 
[10th–13th c.] 

Šilut   10–3 ? Hoffmann 1941; Prussia Museum 

5 Daukšai iai
[9th–12th c.] 

Klaip da  9–12  ? MLIM; LDM; ŠVM 

6 Diegliai (former Deegeln, 
Deggeln bei Pökul) 
[8th–9th c.] 

Klaip da 8–9  ? Åberg, 1919: Abb. 166; Prussia 
Museum 

7 Dreižiai 
[3rd–7th c.] 

Klaip da 6–8  ? VDKM; ŠM 

8 Dvyliai (Dwielen,  
Stolzentientz), 1906 
[6th–12th c.] 

Klaip da 6–8 9–12 In 2002, 2 graves of the 
6–7 c. were found 

Sb. Prussia 1900, H. 21; 1914, 
H. 23.T. 1; Åberg, 1919; Tamulynas, 
1998; Bliujien , 2002; KVIM; LDM; 
MLIM; Prussia Museum. 

9 Grabup liai (former Klein 
Grabuppen), 1900 
[10th–13th c.] 

Šilut   10–13 ? Bezzenberger, 1914; Hoffmann, 1941; 
Engel, 1931; Tamulynas, 1998; 
Prussia Museum 

10 Jurgai iai (Jomantai), 1967 
[2nd–12th c.; loose finds] 

Šilut  7–9 22 human 
inhumations, 1 
cremation, 5 horses 

Nakait , 1971, 1972; LDM, LNM  

11 Jurkišk
[10th–11th c.; loose finds] 

Šilut   10–11 ? VDKM; ŠAM 

12 Macikai (former Matzicken) 
[end of the 2nd–4th c.; 12th–13th

c.]

Šilut   12–13 ? Sb. Prussia 1886–1887, H. 13; 
Hoffman, 1941; Prussia Museum 

13 Mandvydai 
[9th c.; loose finds]  

Šilut   9 ? Engel, 1931; MVFB 

14 Matai iai? Šilut   7–8 ?   Nakait , 1970: 53 

15 Mažiai (Massen, Maschen) 
[3rd–4th c.; 9th–12th c.] 

Šilut   9–13  Engel, 1931; Hoffman, 1941; Prussia 
Museum 

16 Meterkvie iai (Šilmelžiai; 
former Metterkweten, 
Metterqueten) 
[7th–13th c.] 

Šilut  7–8 9–13  Katalog, 1897; Åberg, 1919; 
Hoffmann, 1941; Prussia Museum 

17 Miesteliai 
[end of the 2nd–8 thc] 

Šilut 7–8 loose 
finds

  Tamulynas, 2001 

18 Mockai iai 1904, 1909 
[3rd–13th c.] 

Klaip da 7–8 9–13 ? Nagevi ius, 1935; Dakanis, 1983; 
DVKM; LDM; LNM 

19 Nik lai, 1936 
[end of the 2nd–6 th c., 9th–12th

c.]

Šilut 9–12 3 human inhumations 
and 1 horse grave 

Puzinas, 1938; LDM; ŠVM; TKM; 
VDKM

20 Obstainys (Absteinen) 
[2nd c., 9th–15 th c.] 

Šilut   9–13 ? Engel, 1931; Prussia Museum 

21 Paulai iai, 1936 
[1st–3rd c., 8th–13th c., and loose 
finds of the 14th–16th c.] 

Šilut  8 9–12 Several destroyed 
human graves  

Puzinas, 1938; LDM; LNM; VDKM 

22 P žai iai 
[3rd–7th c.] 

Klaip da 6–7  2 graves Tamulynas, 2001 

23 Pociai
[6th–12th c.] 

Šilut  8–9 10-12 3 human cremations 
and destroyed 
inhumations  

Nagevi ius, 1935; VDKM 

24 Skomantai (Papiliai), 1909  
[3rd–13th c.] 

Klaip da 7–8? 11–13 3 human cremations, 2 
inhumations

Nagevi ius, 1935; Puzinas, 1938; 
VDKM

25 Stragnai (Skören, Spirken), 
1902, 1911, 1985 
[2nd –13th c.] 

Klaip da 7–8 9–12  Cremations and 
inhumations, the 
number of graves  not 
unknown 

Sb. Prussia 1895, H. 19; 1900, H. 21; 
1909, H. 22. Varnas, 1985; LDM; 
LNM; Prussia Museum 

Š Š
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Continue of table 1
1 lentelës tæsinys

Fig. 1. Cemeteries of the microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania or
alternatively the Lamata land (numbers of the sites according to Table 1).

1 pav. Mikroregiono tarp Ðilutës ir Priekulës bei Ðvëkðnos arba Lamatos þemës kapinynai
(kapinynø numeriai atitinka nurodytus 1 lentelëje).
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Lamotina is mentioned in a Danish book of debts as a
land that was paying a tribute to the Danish king (Scripto-
res, 1861, S. 737). In Scriptores rerum Prussicarum, the
Lamata land is mentioned as a territory between Curonia
and Scalva in the middle of the 13th century. Peter from
Duisburg names this land as terra Lamotina late in the
13th and early in the 14th century (Duisburgietis, 1985,
p. 233–234, map).

Formation of a separate ethnic group in the territory
of Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna happened after a split and
transformation of the cultural area of west Lithuanian
Stone-Circle graves (Tautavièius, 1996, p. 76). It seems
that this split occurred for internal and external reasons
provoked by the processes of the Great Migration Pe-
riod. The West Lithuanian cultural area of Stone-Circle
graves resolved into two areas, the northern – Curonian
and the southern – Lamatian, in the second half of the 6th

century. The territory of the lower reaches of the Nemu-
nas River influenced the process of formation of the La-
mata land. The ethnic and cultural situation in the west
Lithuanian cultural area of  Stone-Circle graves and espe-
cially at the lower reaches of the Nemunas River were
influenced by the processes of the Great Migration Pe-
riod of the second halt of the 5th and of the 6th century
(Okulicz-Kozaryn, 2000, p. 120–123; Ðimënas, 1994, p.
10–19; Þulkus, 2000, p. 89–108). Internal migration of
the Baltic tribes was raised by migration of the Germanic
and Hunnish tribes. It is possible that a polyethnic group
with some nomadic features settled in the lower reaches
of the Nemunas River in the second half of the 5th – be-
ginning of the 6th century (Ðimënas, 1994, p. 10–19).

Anyhow, the microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë
and Ðvëkðna was populated by Baltic tribes with some
alien aspects in their culture. Archaeological material
shows clearly enough that the territory of Ðilutë–Prieku-
lë and Ðvëkðna should be treated as a separate ethnic group
since the end of the 6th – beginning of the 7th century. The
specific features of the microregion, or of the so-called
Lamata land, are especially distinctly visible in the 7th

and 8th centuries. Archaeological material of Lamatian
cemeteries is rather different from that of Curonian and
Scalvian ones  in the 7th century. There are known 15–16
cemeteries in the Lamata land dated to the 7th–8th centu-
ries (Table 1), whereas there is considerably less archae-
ological material dated to the 6th–7th centuries from Cu-
ronia. Such famous Curonian cemeteries as Aukðtkie-
miai (Oberhof, Klaipëda distr.), Ëgliðkiai–Anduliai, Laz-
dininkai (both in Kretinga distr.) lack archaeological ma-
terial from the 6th–7th centuries.

The Lamata land is located at the crossroad from Sam-
bian Peninsula and Mazurian Lakeland to Curonia, Sa-
mogitia and to other Baltic tribes (Genys, 1997, p. 141–
154). There is some accumulation of imports in the La-
mata land in the 6–7th centuries. Several specific arte-
facts imported from the middle Danubian region and nort-
hern shores of the Black Sea and dating from the 6th–7th

centuries have been found in the Lamata land and in Scal-
va. A gilded silver belt buckle and a plaque with the ani-
mal-shaped terminal were found at the Vilkyèiai cemete-
ry with the material of the 6th century (Åberg, 1919,
p. 108). This magnificent piece of art was produced in
chip carving technique and decorated with scrolls and
acanthus leaf motif (Fig. 2). The belt buckle and the pla-
que have good analogues in Ostrogothic and Gepidic ma-
terial from the 5th or 6th centuries (Åberg, 1919, p. 118–
119; Brown Reynolds, 1995, p. 8–9, Fig. 6).

Fibulae with digits and a human face or human mask
on their feet are known from Linkûnai (grave 201a; now
Rzhevskoje, near Sovetsk, Kaliningrad region) and Ðe-
reitlaukis (Schreitlauken, Ðilutë distr.). Analogies to both
fibulae are known from Germanic or Slavonic material
of the 7th century (Voigtmann, 1939, p. 114–115, Abb.
2–3; Ñèìîíîâà, 1970, c. 75–79). An analogous fibula
with digits was found at Vecel Chundjar in Rumania in
1875 (Voigtmann, 1939, Abb. 1; Ñèìîíîâà, 1970, Fig.
1).  However, a human mask is known from square-hea-
ded bow fibulae. Part of this type fibulae have feet termi-
nating in a human mask This motif originated in Scandi-
navia and later became popular among Franks, Aleman-
ni, and Anglo-Saxons (Brown Reynolds, 1995, p. 42,
Fig. 60).

Fibulae with two semicircular plates at each terminus
(or equal-armed brooches) were found at Jurgaièiai and
Miesteliai (Tautavièius, 1972, 146, Fig. 18; Tamulynas,
2001). These brooches date to the late 6th or to the 7th

century. Both mentioned fibulae have parallels in Franks’
material (Tautavièius, 1972, p. 146, Fig. 18; Neumayer,
1995, p. 77, Tafel 57).

Ornaments are the best indicators of ethnicity. The
second feature revealing the  peculiarities of an ethnic
group is a characteristic way of wearing ornaments. The
third feature is that these ethnic peculiarities are mostly
reflected in women’s ornaments. The distribution of La-
matian women’s ornaments such as head pins, head-dress
adornments, open-worked pendants-amulets give perfect
evidence that the microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë
and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania, or the Lamata land
really existed.

A microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania or alternatively...



126

Pelta or heart-shaped pendants are typical ornaments
of Lamatian women. Such pendants adorned caps or were
peculiar to headbands of this land (Fig. 3: 5, 7; 4; Waet-
zoldt, 1939, p. 119; LLM, 1958, Fig. 361, 363; Nakaitë,
1971, p. 126–128). This type of pendants is known only
from Lamata. However, pelta (or heart-shaped) motifs as
well as chip-carving technique based on different spirals
are of the Late Roman origin and were common in provin-
cial Roman art (Holmqvist, 1955, p. 14, Figs. 3, 4). Vario-
us Germanic, Sarmatian and Hunnish tribes started to use
different spirals following the tradition of Late Romans in
the 5th–6th centuries (Brown Reynolds, 1995: 7–8, Figs. 5,
6). It should be noted that in the Baltic milieu different
spirals as well as other motifs of the Migration Period were
transformed to more or less geometrical shape. Perhaps in

the form of Lamatian women’s pelta pendants it is possible
to envisage the transformed shape of a lunula.

Heart-shaped pendants might have stylistic similarities
with small silver heard-shaped pendants from cemeteries of
Mazurian Lakeland (Olsztyn group of cemeteries). A small
(3.5 cm long) silver pelta pendant is known from Kielary,
Leszki graves of the 6th–7th centuries (Gaerte, 1929, S. 290,
Abb. 238: h, j; Okulicz, 1973: 480–481, Fig. 246: b, f). The
latter pendants number from one to sixth in the graves.

Pelta pendants were found at the Jurgaièiai, Strag-
nai2 , Vëþaièiai cemeteries in women’s graves of the 7th–
8th centuries (Waetzoldt, 1939, S. 119, Abb 6; Nakaitë,
1972, 108–109, Fig. 8: 1–50). From six to ten heart-sha-
ped pendants and a small round pendant were found at
the head of a deceased woman. Heart-shaped pendants
were made from thin silver plates decorated with geo-
metrical patterns (Fig. 3: 1–6, 8; 4). Sometimes these
pendants were adorned with pieces of blue glass or glass
imitation stamped in embossed foil technique. On occa-
sion these pendants had been worn as amulets. Also, he-
art-shaped pendants were found by a diseased woman’s
waist, usually on the left side (Nakaitë, 1972, p. 109). It
should be noted that heart-shaped pendants in their form
grently differ from the other Baltic ornaments. Stylisti-
cally these ornaments are close to open worked pendants-
amulets of Lamatian women.

Long bronze head pins with a rhombic head (or knit-
ting-needle-shaped) are typical of Lamatian and Scalvian3

women in sites of the 7th–8th centuries (Kuncienë, 1978, p.
10, map 4: 5). These pins should be hair or cap fasteners.
Such pins where found in Barvai, Dvyliai, Jurgaièiai, Lin-
kûnai, Mataièiai, Bikavënai4 , Pociai, Stragnai, Ðvëkðna, Vë-
þaièiai and Vilkø kampas cemeteries (Figs. 5, 6: 1). The
length of pins with the rhombic head is about 21.5–34.5 or
even 40 cm. These head pins are decorated with geometri-
cal patterns, which are identical on the both sides (Fig. 5:
3–6). Only few Baltic ornaments have are decorated on
the both sides. Most of the ornaments decorated in such a
way come from the Lamata land (pendants-amulets). He-
ad pins with a rhombic head are of two types: with a small

Fig. 2. Gilded silver belt buckle and plaque with
animal-shaped terminus from Vilkyèiai cemetery
(after N. Åberg. With permission of Antikvarisk-
topografiska arkivet*; no scale).

2 pav. Sidabrinë auksuota segë su apkalu ið Vilkyèiø kapiny-
no (ið N. Obergo archyvo. Su Antikvarisk-topografiska
arkivet leidimu; be mastelio, matmenys – nenurodyti).

 2 I would like to express my gratitude to Rasa Banytë-
Rowell for information on a pendant from Stragnai (LNM
AR 38: 1844).

 3 In Scalva, bronze head pins with rhombic heads are
found at the Barzûnai (grave 33), Kreivënai (graves 18, 22),
Linkûnai (grave 52), Vidgiriai (graves 11, 16, 17, 54) cemete-
ries. All these sites are in Ðilutë district.

 4 Head-dress pin from Bikavënai (Pajûriðkiai; Ðilutë dist.)
cemetery belongs to Samogitians. Loose find (ÐM 3945: 13).

A. Bliujienë

* Thank Synnöve Reisborg for permission to use this
artefact.
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Fig. 3. Silver pelta or heart-shaped pendants from Lamatian sites. Reconstruction of wearing
(1, 6 – Jurgaièiai, grave 4; 2 – Jurgaièiai, grave 7; 3 – Jurgaièiai, grave 10; 4 – grave 1; 5 – after D. Waetzoldt, 1939; 7 – after
LLM, 1958, fig. 363; 8 – Stragnai, LNM AR 38: 1844). 1–4, 6, 8 – drawings by Audronë Ruzienë).

3 pav. Sidabriniai peltos formos ar ðirdies pavidalo kabuèiai ið Lamatos kapinynø.
Rekonstrukciniai kabuèiø neðiojimo pieðiniai

(1, 6 – Jurgaièiai, kapas 4; 2 – Jurgaièiai, kapas 7; 3 – Jurgaièiai, kapas 10; 4 – kapas 1; 5 – pagal D. Waetzoldt, 1939; 7 – pagal
LLM, 1958, fig. 363; 8 – Stragnai, LNM AR 38: 1844). (1–4, 6, 8 – Audronës Ruzienës pieðiniai).

A microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania or alternatively...
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hole in the centre of the head (type I; Fig. 6: 1) and without
the hole (type II; Fig. 5: 1–7). Head pins of the second type
are much more massive and perhaps chronologically youn-
ger. Sometimes several amber beads are bound to the pins
of the first type (Fig. 6: 1, 2).

Wilhelm Gaerte and Carl Engel supposed that men-
tioned above head pins is typical ornament of Memel
culture. (Gaerte, 1929, p. 312, Abb. 258: a; Engel, 1931a
p. 317, 324). However, Curonian women have used other
types of head pins and even crossbow fibulae decorated
with ringlets to fix their head dress (Table 2; Kuncienë,
1978, p. 9, map 4: 1–3). Samogitians women wore metal
headbands at this moment (Vaðkevièiûtë, 1992, p. 128–
130).

Head pins with a rhombic heads have parallels in the
Germanic material of the late 5th–7th centuries. Türin-
gian, Bawarian and Langobardian women wore stylisti-
cally similar head pins (Kühn, 1940, S. 22, Abb. 86; Meng-

hin, 1995, S. 20–21, Abb. 19; Neumayer, 1995, S. 78–79,
Tafel 59).

A lot of amber beads and necklaces come from Lama-
tian women graves of the 7th–9th centuries. There is a
huge amount of lathed and semi-lathed amber beads,
spindle whorls (Fig. 6: 4, 8: 7). Lamatian sites vastly out-
run Curonian sites by the quantity of amber. The territo-
ry of Lamata had no direct access to the Baltic Sea. Am-
ber trade was maintained in the lower Nemunas region in
the Great Migration Period and perhaps later (Nowa-
kowski, 1997, p. 99–103; Bliujienë, 2001, map 1). Abun-
dance of amber beads is a characteristic feature of Lama-
tian women’s costume of the 7th–8th centuries. Lamatian
women used to wear necklace strings of 5–15 amber be-
ads and bronze spirals (Fig. 6: 8). These necklace mostly
were attached to the brooches and were used as breast
ornaments (Fig. 6: 5, 8). The custom to attach strings of
glass and amber beads to brooches is more or less com-

Fig. 4. Head ornament from six pelta pendants, one round pendant and bronze spirals. The orna-
ment was found at Jurgaièiai cemetery in 1968 (silver, bronze, blue glass) (photo by Antanas Lukðënas).

4 pav. Galvos papuoðalas ið peltos formos kabuèiø. Jurgaièiø kapinynas, 1968 m. rastas kapas
(sidabras, þalvaris, mëlyno stiklo akutë) (Antano Lukðëno fotonuotrauka).

A. Bliujienë
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Fig. 5. Lamatian head pins with rhombic heads
(1, 3–7 – Stragnai LNM AR 38: 1004, 38: 1388, 38: 1389, 38: 656, 38: 44, 38: 1386; 2– Ðvëkðna 6: 313). Drawings by
Audronë Ruzienë (1–2, 7) and Virgilijus Truklickas (3–6).

5 pav. Lamatieèiø smeigtukai rombo pavidalo galvute galvos apdangalui pritvirtinti
(1, 3–7 – Stragnai LNM AR 38: 1004, 38: 1388, 38: 1389, 38: 656, 38: 44, 38: 1386; 2 – Ðvëkðna 6: 313). Pieðiniai Audronës
Ruzienës (1–2, 7) ir Virgilijaus Truklicko (3–6).

A microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania or alternatively...
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mon to the cultural area of west Lithuanian Stone-Circle
graves in the Late Roman Iron Age (Bliujienë, 2002, in
print). The same way of wearing necklaces is known on
the continent and Scandinavia (J¸rgensen, 1994, Abb.
121; Pietrzak, 1997, Tafel XXXVII; LIV; Stjernquist,
2002, p.104–106, Fig. 11). Other Baltic tribes used to
wear bead strings as neck ornaments in the Late Migra-
tion and Merovingian Periods.

 Lamatian amber beads have a specific shape (Figs. 6:
2, 8; 7: 1–9). Most  of Lamatian amber beads are trunca-
ted biconical (Figs. 6: 8; 7: 1–4). Lamatian truncated
biconical amber beads are prototypes of group XXXII,
types 395–396a according to the classification proposed
by Magdalena Tempelmann-Màczyñska (Tempelmann-
Màczyñska, 1985, S. 75, Tafel 16: 433–434; 67). Part of
biconical beads are big and low (¨ from 2.6 to 3.6 cm;
Fig. 7: 1, 2). Other truncated biconical beads are of vario-
us size (Fig. 6: 8; 7: 3–5). Part of amber beads are long
truncated biconical with a medial bulge (Fig. 7: 6–8).
Amber beads of this type sometimes are even 2–5 cm
long (Fig. 7: 8). Big low biconical and biconical amber
beads with a medial bulge are known only from the La-
mata land. However, truncated biconical amber beads
with a medial bulge have their prototypes in the types of
glass beads of the Late Roman Iron Age. Similarly sha-
ped glass beads are known from the lower Vistula River
region (Tempelmann-Màczyñska, 1985, Tafel 1: 60, 72–
73; 28). There is a group of oblong oval amber beads in
Lamatian strings (Fig. 7: 9). This type of amber beads is
close to group XLIX, type 447 after M. Tempelmann-
Màczyñska (Tempelmann-Màczyñska, 1985, S. 79, Tafel
17: 447; 68).

One of the ornaments used by Lamatian women are
large and sometimes huge and massive crossbow broo-
ches with a cast catch plate and a long narrow somewhat
broadened foot at the end (Fig. 8). These bronze orna-
ments have a small crosspiece between the foot and the
bow and a large trapeze-shaped metope plate (Fig. 8: 5;
8). This type of fibulae is a characteristic ornament of the

7th–8th centuries. Anna Bitner-Wróblewska named this
type of brooches as Dollkeim/Kovrovo type, Lithuanian
variant (Bitner-Wróblewska, p. 48–50, Fig. 9). Nils Åberg
called this type of fibulae Armbrustfibeln mit umgeschla-
genem Fuss (Åberg, 1919, p. 166–167, Abb. 57–61, Kar-
te III). Brooches of this type are known from Lamata and
Scalva. More Dollkeim/Kovrovo brooches are known
from Lamata than from Scalva or the lower Nemunas
group (Bitner-Wróblewska, 2001, Fig. 9, Appendix E).
Dollkeim/Kovrovo brooches of Lithuanian variant are of
different proportions: their spring is nearly as long as the
whole length. These brooches are about 14–18 cm long
and have a spring (axis) 17–19 cm wide. Brooches are
decorated with stamped or engraved geometrical patterns
(Fig. 6: 5; 8). The fashion to wear these large brooches
did not extend beyond Lithuania. Very few of these broo-
ches are known outside the Lamata land (Tautavièius,
1996, p. 193, Fig. 81: 1; Bitner-Wróblewska, 2001, p. 48–
50, Fig. 9, Appendix E). Curonian women did not wear
fibulae of such type. For fastening their clothes they used
different bronze pins (Table 2).

The ornaments of neighbouring tribes might have
similar features in shape or décor, but amulets are indi-
vidual ornaments or are common to a particular social
stratum of the tribe. Lamata might be distinguished from
Curonia and Scalva because of the typical Lamatian wo-
men’s amulets of the 7th–8th centuries (Tautavièius, 1996,
p. 246, Fig. 117; Bliujienë, 1998, p. 66–87). Lamatian
women had oval openwork pendant amulets slightly re-
sembling huge peltas (Fig. 9). Perhaps in the shape of
these ornaments it is possible to envisage a transformed
shape of a lunula as well. Two openings in the shape of a
lunula are integrated inside the ornaments (Fig. 9). Oval
pendants consist of two separate pieces. One is oval in
shape, openwork, cast of bronze and decorated with ge-
ometrical patterns mostly on both sides. The other is
rectangular. Both pendants are connected with a short
chan. A completed ornament was about 21–24 cm long.
These pendants are found only in Lamatian women’s

Fig. 6. Grave finds from Dvyliai cemetery, woman grave 1.
1–2 – head pin with beads and spirals; 3–4 – spindle whorls; 5 – croossbow fibula with long foot; 6 – plaque; 7– rivets; 8 –
necklace; 9, 12 – finger rings; 10–11 – bracelets; 13 – neck-ring; 14 – awl; 15 – knife (1, 5, 9–13 – bronze; 2 – amber, glass,
bronze; 3 – antler; 4 – amber; 6 – pewter; 7, 14–15 – iron; 8– amber, bronze) (drawing by Virgilijus Truklickas).

6 pav. Dvyliø kapinynas. Radiniai ið moters kapo Nr. 1
1–2 – smeigtukas su karoliais ir ávijomis; 3–4 – verpstukai; 5 – lankinë segë; 6 – plokðtelë; 7 – kniedës; 8 – vërinys; 9, 12 –
ávijiniai þiedai; 10–11– apyrankës masyviais galais; 13 – antkaklë su kilpele ir kabliuku; 14 – yla; 15 – peilis (1, 5, 9–13 – þalvaris;
3 – ragas; 4 – gintaras; 6 – alavas; 7, 14–15 – geleþis; 8 – gintaras, þalvaris) (Virgilijaus Truklicko pieðinys).
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Fig. 7. Main types of the Lamatian amber beads
1–5 – biconical; 6–8  – with a medial bulge; 9 – oblong oval  (drawing by Virgilijus Truklickas).

7 pav. Pagrindiniai Lamatos þemës karoliø tipai
1–5 – dvigubo nupjauto kûgio formos; 6–8 – su aptakia briaunele; 9 – ovalûs (Virgilijaus Truklicko pieðinys).

Fig. 8. Massive bronze crossbow brooche with cast catch plate and long somewhat broadening
foot from Dvyliai cemetery (loose find LDM PMAp 5177) (drawing by Virgilijus Truklickas).

8 pav. Masyvi þalvarinë lankinë segë lieta uþkaba ir ilga truputá platëjanèia kojele ið Dvyliø kapinyno
(atsitiktinis radinys LDM PMAp 5177) (Virgilijaus Truklicko pieðinys).
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2  t a b l e .  Typical ornaments of Lamatian, Scalvian and Curonian women in the 7th–9th centuries.
2 lentelë.  Bûdingi VII–IX a. lamatieèiø, skalviø ir kurðiø moterø papuoðalai.

Lamata Scalva
Curonia

inhumations of the 7th–8th centuries (Barvai, Dvyliai,
Jurgaièiai, Mockaièiai, Pociai, Stragnai, Ðilininkai,
Ðvëkðna, Vëþaièiai). Oval pendants are usually found at
the woman’s waist in the centre or the left side. Lama-
tian women these pendants wore hanged out to the sash
or belt. The position of these ornaments found in the
graves allows to interpret them as amulets. Their place
on the waist is symbolic. These amulets might protect
the woman’s womb. The amulets are related to woman’s
fecundity.

Scalvian women used to wear another type of amu-
lets in the 7th–8th centuries. Their amulets were of seve-
ral types (Table 2). In the end of the 8th–9th centuries
Curonian women wore round silver-plated pendants-
-amulets adorned with 5 blue glass (Bliujienë, 1995, p. 39–
72). Lamatian, Scalvian and Curonian women’s pendants-
amulets were found in the inhumations of the 7th–9th cen-
turies. Baltic women’s pendants-amulets have parallels in
the Germanic world on the continent and on Gotland (Ner-
man, 1969, Tafel 113: 979–989; 175: 1457–1460–1464;
228: 1880–1882; Renner, 1970; Bliujienë, 1998, p. 75–
77). In the second half of the 6th–7th century women of
Germanic tribes (Franks, Alamannes, Bawarens) wore
round openwork pendants (Renner, 1970). These pen-

Fig. 9. Bronze openworked pendant-amulet from
Jurgaièiai cemetery grave 7.

9 pav. Þalvarinis ovalus kabutis ið Jurgaièiø kapinyno kapo 7.
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dants were hanged out to the belt on the left side (Enge-
mann, Rüger, 1991, S. 208, Abb. 151).

Thus, the  costume characteristic of Lamatian women
of the 7th–8th centuries has some stylistic differences in the
shape of ornaments and decoration. The Lamatian wo-
men’s costume is quite different from the neighbouring
Baltic tribes (Table 2). On the another hand, all ornaments
have a Baltic character and are typical of one of the Baltic
areas – the Lamata land. Perhaps Lamatian ornaments we-
re slight by influenced by Germanic fashions.
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Mikroregionà tarp Ðilutës ir Priekulës bei Ðvëkðnos arba ki-
taip Lamatos þemæ, archeologiniais duomenimis, kaip savità
etnokultûrinæ sritá, pirmasis iðskyrë Adolfas Tautavièius. Ta-
èiau ðios etnokultûrinës srities iðskyrimas sulaukë tiek sekëjø,
tæsianèiø Lamatos tyrinëjimus, tiek prieðininkø, neigianèiø ðios
srities egzistavimo galimybæ. Tiksliau, kai kurie tyrinëtojai ne-
áþvelgia jokio skirtumo tarp skalviø paminklø bei esanèiø Ðvëkð-
nos, Priekulës, Ðilutës apylinkëse paminklø.

Mikroregionas arba kitaip Lamatos etnokultûrinë sritis,
Lamatos þemë ar tiesiog Lamata dël prastai iðlikusios ir maþai
publikuotos archeologinës medþiagos ið pirmo þvilgsnio atro-
do gana paslaptingai. Ðá áspûdá sustiprina geografiniai Lama-
tos ypatumai: pelkëta Minijos ir Nemuno delta bei pelkëtos
Minijos intakø, lyg voratinkliu raiþanèiø Lamatà, vagos. Taèiau
pajûrio þemumoje iðsiskiria nedidelës Vëþaièiø, Ðvëkðnos, Ði-
lutës, Priekulës, Skomantø apylinkiø aukðtumos, tinkanèios
þmonëms gyventi. VII–VIII/XII a. ðiame mikroregione gali-
ma iðskirti daugiau nei 30 laidojimo paminklø (1 lentelë). La-
matos teritorija uþimtø apie 500 km² (1 pav.).

Tarpukario vokieèiø archeologai, publikuodami ir kartog-
rafuodami Lietuvos pajûrio medþiagà, atskirais etniniais re-
gionais neskaidë. Visà aptariamà mikroregionà skyrë Klaipë-
dos kraðto paminklams (Memelkultur; Memel-Gruppe). Et-
niniu poþiûriu Klaipëdos paminklø grupæ vokieèiø archeolo-
gai apibûdino arba kaip kurðiø, arba kurðiø ir skalviø gyvena-
mà sritá. Taèiau jau vokieèiø mokslininkø sudarytuose Klaipë-
dos kraðto þemëlapiuose Ðilutës ir Priekulës bei Ðvëkðnos apy-
linkëse iðsiskiria atskira neávardyta kapinynø grupë. Èia rasta
nemaþai iveþtiniø dirbiniø (2 pav.). Apie Lamatos þemæ (ter-
ram Lamotinam; Lammato), buvusià tarp Skalvos ir Kurðo,
nuo XIII a. vidurio uþsimena raðytiniai ðaltiniai

Vienas tinkamiausiø indikatoriø, nusakanèiø etnines ypa-
tybes, yra papuoðalai ir jø neðiojimo bûdas. Be to, daþniausiai
tai moterø papuoðalai.

Vieni tokiø papuoðalø, bûdingø tik Lamatos moterims,
yra peltos arba ðirdies pavidalo kepuraièiø ar vëriniø kabuèiai
(3–4 pav.). Tokiø kabuèiø rasta Jurgaièiø, Stragnø, Vëþaièiø
kapinynuose. Ðirdies pavidalo kabuèiai yra sidabriniai (balto
metalo). Jø randama su kiek maþesniais sidabriniais apskri-
tais kabuèiais. Paprastai galvos srityje randami 6 (iki 10) ðir-
dies pavidalo ir 1–2 apskriti kabuèiai. Ðirdies pavidalo kabuèiai
lamatieèiø moterø buvo neðiojami ir kaip amuletai. Reikia pa-
þymëti, kad baltø areale peltos pavidalo ir ovalûs kiauraraðèiai
kabuèiai amuletai, kurie taip pat atkartoja ðià formà, smarkiai
iðsiskiria savo forma ið visos aplinkos.

Ið lamatietëms ir skalvëms skirtinø papuoðalø yra virbalo
formos þalvariniai smeigtukai galvos apdangalui pritvirtinti ar
plaukams susegti, rasti Barvø, Jurgaièiø, Mataièiø, Bikavënø,
Pociø, Stragnø, Vëþaièiø, Vilkø kampo kapinynuose (5 pav).
Matyt, jie tvirtino ðukuosenà ar galvos apdangalà. Daugiausia

tokiø smeigtukø rasta Lamatoje, jø aptinkama ir Skalvoje.
VII–VIII a. Lamatos moterø kostiumui bûdingi virbalo for-
mos smeigtukai yra ilgi – 21,5–34,5 cm ar net 40 cm ilgio (5; 6:
1 pav.). Paþymëtina, kad tai vieni ið nedaugelio baltø papuoða-
lø, sudëtingomis geometrinëmis kompozicijomis ornamen-
tuoti abipus (5: 3–6 pav.). Tai rodo, kad ðio ilgo abipus identið-
kai dekoruoto smeigtuko galvutë bûdavo matoma ið abiejø
pusiø.

Tokie smeigtukai yra dviejø tipø. Vieni jø su skylute iðpla-
tintoje galvutëje, santûriau dekoruoti, grakðtesni, ne tokie ma-
syvûs (I tipas; 6: 1 pav.). II tipo smeigtukai masyvesni, be sky-
luèiø galvutëse. Prie I tipo virbalo formos smeigtukø kartais
pririðama po keletà gintariniø ir stikliniø karoliukø (6: 1 pav.).
I tipo smeigtukai bûdingesni skalviø moterø kostiumui. II ti-
po smeigtukai masyvesni, ilgesni, matyt, kiek vëlyvesni. Pasta-
rieji smeigtukai bûdingesni Lamatai (5 pav.). Aptariami smeig-
tukai analogiðki aptiktiems VI–VII a. ðiauriniø frankiø, ale-
maniø, tiuringiø, bavariø, langobardþiø kostiume. Ðiø genèiø
moterys panaðiais smeigtukais segdavosi plaukus.

Kurðiø moterys, kitaip nei kaimynës lamatietës, galvos ap-
dangalui susegti VII–VIII/IX a. naudojo lankinæ þieduotàjà
segæ ir specialius smeigtukus rombine, trikampe ir ratelio pavi-
dalo galvutëmis (2 lentelë). Þemaitës specialiø smeigtukø gal-
vos dangai susegti neturëjo, nes neðiojo metalinius apgalvius.

VII–VIII/IX a. lamatieèiø, daþniausiai moterø, kapuose
randama gana daug gintariniø karoliø, nors Lamatos terito-
rija prie Baltijos pajûrio, kaip gintaro ðaltinio, neprieina, bet
intensyvi prekyba ir, matyt, gintaro apdirbimo dirbtuvës turë-
jo daugiau reikðmës nei þaliavø ðaltinis. Nemuno þemupyje
nuo seno egzistavo svarbios prekyvietës, kurios uþtikrino tiek
ðios vietovës, tiek Lamatos svarbà ir prekybai tarp baltø gen-
èiø, ir mainams su tolimesniais regionais. Ðio laikotarpio La-
matà nuo pietiniø kurðiø ir skalviø bei þemaièiø skirtø ir savitø
formø daþniausiai tekinti ir pusiau tekinti gintariniai karoliai
(6: 2, 8; 7 pav.). Lamatietës vërinius neðiojo ne tik kaip kaklo
papuoðalus, bet ir kaip savitus krûtinës papuoðalus
(6: 8 pav.).

Lamatai ypaè bûdingi prailginti dvigubo nupjauto kûgio
formos karoliai, kurie kartais siekia net 4,8–5 cm ilgio ir yra 1–
1,8 cm skersmens (7: 6–8 pav.). Ðie gintariniai karoliai turi
ryðkià aptakià briaunà. Paprastai tokie karoliai vëriniuose de-
rinami su þalvarinëmis ávijomis. Lamatai taip pat bûdingi dide-
li þemo dvigubo nupjauto kûgio formos karoliai ( 7: 1–2 pav.).
Randama pailgo ovalo formos gintariniø karoliø (7: 9 pav.).

Vienos bûdingiausiø segiø, randamø VII–VIII a. lama-
tieèiø moterø kapuose, yra lankinës ilgakojës segës su kryþma
tarp kojelës ir liemenëlio (brooches of Dollkiem/Kovrovo ty-
pe, Lithuanian variant arba Armbrustfibeln mit umgeschlage-
nem Fuss). Ðio tipo segës paplitusios Lamatoje ir Skalvoje.
Vis dëlto jø Lamatoje rasta daugiausia. Lankinës ilgakojës
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segës su kryþma tarp kojelës ir liemenëlio yra þalvarinës, turi
14–18 cm ilgio ir 17–19 cm ploèio ávijà. Segës kojelë ðiek tiek
platëjanti, daþnai ornamentuojama tik apaèioje skersiniø ákartø
grupe (6: 5; 8 pav.).

Taigi lankines ilgakojes seges su kryþma tarp kojelës ir
liemenëlio neðiojo lamatietës ir skalvës. Skalvoje þinomi tik
keli vyrø kapai, kuriuose rasta ðiø segiø. Tuo tarpu lamatieèiø
kaimynës pietinës kurðës VII–VIII a. segiø ið viso beveik
neneðiojo. Jos drabuþius susegdavo ávairiais smeigtukais
(2 lentelë).

Ðalimais gyvenanèiø artimø materialine ir kultûrine pras-
me gentiniø junginiø papuoðalai gali turëti bendrø bruoþø,
bûti tapaèiø formø, identiðko dekoro, o amuletai yra indivi-
dualûs ar bûdingi tik tam tikro gentinio junginio bendruome-
nei ar jos daliai.

VII–VIII a. Lamatà nuo kaimynø pietiniø kurðiø, þemai-
èiø ir skalviø skiria amuletai, neðioti tik lamatieèiø moterø (9
pav.). Tokiø kabuèiø rasta Barvø, Dvyliø, Jurgaièiø, Mockaièiø,
Pociø, Stragnø, Ðvëkðnos, Vëþaièiø kapinynuose. Lamatos mo-
terø amuletai susideda ið dviejø daliø ovalaus kiauraraðèio ir
vertikalaus staèiakampio kabuèio. Ðiø kabuèiø forma primena
peltos pavidalà. Pabrëþtina, kad ðie kabuèiai yra dviejø daliø,

daþniausiai ornamentuoti ið abiejø pusiø. Jø randama nede-
gintiniuose turtingø moterø kapuose, juosmens srityje, kairë-
je pusëje. Ðie dvidaliai lamatieèiø moterø kabuèiai turi aiðkiø
paraleliø su VI a. germaniø (alemanës, bavarës) ir kiek vëles-
ne Gotlando medþiaga.

VIII–IX a. pradþios pietiniø kurðiø kostiumà ið aplinkos
labai iðskiria apskriti kabuèiai, taip pat randami nedegintiniuose
turtingø moterø kapuose, juosmens srityje, kairëje pusëje.
Pastarøjø metø duomenys leidþia teigti, kad VI–VII/VIII a.
skalviø moterys neðiojo kitokius nei pietinës kurðës ir lamatie-
tës kabuèius-amuletus. Skalviø kabuèiai-amuletai yra ávairesni
(2 lentelë).

Taigi apibûdinant VII–VIII a. lamatietës kostiumà reikia
atkreipti dëmesá á skirtingà papuoðalø stilistikà, suformuotà,
matyt, ne be germaniðkos mados iðmanymo Nors visi Lamatos
moterø neðioti papuoðalai yra baltiðkø formø ir dekoro, pri-
taikyti baltiðkam skoniui, bet  kartu yra ir saviti, bûdingi tik ðiai
srièiai.

Lamatos þemë, turinti gerà keliø, gyvenvieèiø ir, matyt,
prekyvieèiø sistemà, iðlieka. Taèiau jà detaliau apibûdinti trûks-
ta duomenø. Be to, vëlyvajame geleþies amþiuje iðkyla ir ðios
þemës administracinës priklausomybës klausimas.

A microregion between Ðilutë–Priekulë and Ðvëkðna in western Lithuania or alternatively...


