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A microregion between Siluté—Priekulé
and Svéksna in western Lithuania or
alternatively the Lamata land according to

archaeological data

Audroné Bliujiené

A microregion between Siluté—Priekulé and Svéksna in
western Lithuania, or alternatively the Lamata land, as a
separate ethnic group was first described by Adolfas Tau-
tavicius on the basis of archaeological data and historical
sources more than thirty years ago. A. Tautavicius suppo-
sed that a separate ethnic group, or the Lamata land,
should be distinguished between the territory of Siluté
(Heydekrug)-Priekulé and Svékina (Fig. 1; Table 1; Tau-
tavicius, 1968, p. 10-11; 1977, p. 17-18; 1996, p. 77—
81). Thirty years is not a very long time for research.
Therefore even today the Lamata land looks mysterious
due to almost unpublished and badly survived archaeolo-
gical material from previous excavations by German scho-
lars. However, there are about 30 cemeteries and 36-38
settlements in this small territory (Table 1; Zulkus, 1998,
p. 21-26, Fig. 8). Hill-forts have not yet been excavated
in the Lamata land. Archaeological material of such ce-
meteries as Stragnai, Siluté, Vézaiciai and Vilky¢iail is
not published and the fate of archaeological material is
not clear after World War II.

Swamps and lowlands at the reaches of the Minija and
Nemunas rivers as geographical peculiarities added to
the mysteriousness of the Lamata land. The tributaries of
the Minija and small rivulets cover the Lamata land like a
spider’s web. Lamata was bounded by forest-belts, swam-
py valleys of rivers from the north, east and south-east.
However, at Veivirzénai, Svéksna, Siluté, Priekulé and
Skomantai there are several altitudes, which are suitable
for settling. There are some concentrations of cemeteries
and settlements at these altitudes (Zulkus, 1998, p. 21—
26, Fig. 8). Anyway, the microregion between Siluté—Prie-
kulé and Svéksna in western Lithuania, or the Lamata
land, occupies about 500 km? (Zulkus, 1998, p. 22).

I Part of archaeological material from Vézaiciai and Vil-
kyciai now is stored at MVFB.
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Some of Lithuanian scholars agreed and supported
the idea that this separate ethnic group really existed in
the mentioned territory and with A. Tautavicius’ descrip-
tion of the most important features of the Lamata land.
Vladas Zulkus was one of those archaeologists who sup-
ported and developed investigations of the Lamata land
(Zulkus, 1998, p. 21-24). Marija Gimbutiené (Gimbu-
tas), Regina Volkaité-Kulikauskiené, Laima Vaitkunskie-
n¢ and Gintautas Zabiela denied A. Tautavicius’ opinion
and attributed the Lamata land to Scalvians or western
Samogitians (Gimbutien¢, 1985, Fig. 1; Volkaité-Kuli-
kauskiene, 1970, p. 3840, Fig. 1; 1978, p. 2-22; 1987,
p. 190-191, Fig. 28; 2001, p. 130-134; Nakaite, 1972, p.
119; Zabiela, 1997, p. 211-215). The mentioned scho-
lars did not see any difference between Lamatian and Scal-
vian or in some cases even Samogitian archaeological
material.

German scholars attribute material from a huge terri-
tory between Kretinga—Siluté and Tilsit (now Sovietsk,
Kaliningrad region) to Memelkultur or Memel-Gruppe.
From the ethnic point of view, German scientists ascri-
bed people that lived between Kretinga-Siluté and Tilsit
to Curonians or Curonians and Scalvians (Engel, 1931a,
S. 327; 1931b, S. 42-43, 81, 100-101, Abb. 10, 15, 46,
54; 1933, Karte IV-V; Engel, La Baume, 1937, S. 149-
151; Abb. 32, Karte 11-12; Gaerte, 1929, S. 260-319;
Hoffman, 1941, Karte). Regardless of the fact that Ger-
man scholars described the sites of Memelkultur or Me-
mel-Gruppe as a rather compact Curonian or Curonian
and Scalvian territory, in Curonian and Scalvian sites a
separate accumulation of hill-forts, settlements and ce-
meteries should be discerned. These sites, not mentioned
by German scholars, sites are located exactly in the terri-
tory between Siluté—Priekulé and Svéksna (Fig. 1).

The Lamata land (terra Lamotina; Lammato) was se-
veral times mentioned in written sources. Lamata as terra
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Table 1. Cemeteries of the microregion between Siluté-Priekulé and Svék$na in western Lithuania
(Lamata land)
1 lentelé. Mikroregiono tarp Silutés ir Priekulés bei SvéksSnos (kitaip — Lamatos Zemé) kapinynai

Cemetery, time of excavation County chronology Number of researched References and museums
and general chronology 7hghc. 913", graves

1 Akmeniskiai Silutl ? ? ? Zulkus, 1989

2 Bareikai Klaipda 7-8 9-10 ? Loose finds; MLIM; SVM
[7(11_101h C.]

3 Barvai (former Barwen), 1898, | Silutl] 6-8 9-13 ? Sb. Prussia 1900, H. 21; 1909, H. 22;
1899, 1901-1903. Bezzenberger, 1904; Tamulynas,
[6/7"-13"c.] 1998. Prussia Museum

4 Bruzai (former Bruischen) Silutl] 10-3 ? Hoffmann 1941; Prussia Museum
[10"-13"c]

5 Dauksailliai Klaiplda 9-12 ? MLIM; LDM; SVM
[9"-12"c.]

6 Diegliai (former Deegeln, Klaipllda |[8-9 ? Aberg, 1919: Abb. 166; Prussia
Deggeln bei Pokul) Museum
[Sth_gth C.]

7 DreiZiai Klaipda 6-8 ? VDKM; SM
[3rd_7lh C.]

8 Dvyliai (Dwielen, Klaiplda |6-8 9-12 In 2002, 2 graves of the | Sb. Prussia 1900, H. 21; 1914,
Stolzentientz), 1906 6-7 c. were found H.23.T. 1; Aberg, 1919; Tamulynas,
[6"-12" c.] 1998; Bliujiend, 2002; KVIM; LDM;

MLIM; Prussia Museum.

9 Grabuplliai (former Klein Silutd 10-13 ? Bezzenberger, 1914; Hoffmann, 1941;
Grabuppen), 1900 Engel, 1931; Tamulynas, 1998;
[10"-13" ¢.] Prussia Museum

10 | Jurgailiai (Jomantai), 1967 Silut[ 7-9 22 human Nakaitl, 1971, 1972; LDM, LNM
[2nd-12" c.; loose finds] inhumations, 1

cremation, 5 horses

11 | JurkiskO Silutl 10-11 ? VDKM; SAM
[10"-11" ¢_; loose finds]

12 | Macikai (former Matzicken) Silutd 12-13 ? Sb. Prussia 1886-1887, H. 13;

[end of the 2nd—4" c.; 12%-13% Hoffman, 1941; Prussia Museum
c.]

13 | Mandvydai Silutl] 9 ? Engel, 1931; MVFB
[9" c.; loose finds]

14 | Matailiai? Silutl 7-8? Nakaitl], 1970: 53

15 | Maziai (Massen, Maschen) Silutd 9-13 Engel, 1931; Hoffman, 1941; Prussia
[34%c; 9" 120 ¢ ] Museum

16 | Meterkvielliai (SilmelZiai; Silutl 7-8 9-13 Katalog, 1897; Aberg, 1919;
former Metterkweten, Hoffmann, 1941; Prussia Museum
Metterqueten)

[7(11_13|h C.]

17 | Miesteliai Silut0 7-8 loose Tamulynas, 2001
[end of the 2nd-8 thc] finds

18 [ Mockailiai 1904, 1909 Klaiplda 7-8 9-13 ? Nagevillius, 1935; Dakanis, 1983;
[3"-13"c] DVKM; LDM; LNM

19 | Nik[lai, 1936 SilutD 9-12 3 human inhumations | Puzinas, 1938; LDM; SVM; TKM,
[end of the 2"-6" c., 9"—12™" and 1 horse grave VDKM
c.]

20 | Obstainys (Absteinen) Silutl 9-13 ? Engel, 1931; Prussia Museum
[2nd c., 9"-15" ¢ ]

21 | Paulailiai, 1936 Silut0 8 9-12 Several destroyed Puzinas, 1938; LDM; LNM; VDKM
[19-3"¢., 8"-13" ¢., and loose human graves
finds of the 14%"-16" c.]

22 | POzailiai Klaiplda |6-7 2 graves Tamulynas, 2001
[37—7" ¢.]

23 | Pociai Silutl 8-9 10-12 3 human cremations Nagevillius, 1935; VDKM
[6"-12"c.] and destroyed

inhumations

24 | Skomantai (Papiliai), 1909 Klaiplda |7-8? 11-13 3 human cremations, 2 | Nagevilius, 1935; Puzinas, 1938;
[3"-13"c] inhumations VDKM

25 | Stragnai (Skoren, Spirken), Klaiplda |7-8 9-12 Cremations and Sb. Prussia 1895, H. 19; 1900, H. 21;
1902, 1911, 1985 inhumations, the 1909, H. 22. Varnas, 1985; LDM;
[2nd -13" ¢.] number of graves not | LNM; Prussia Museum

unknown
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Continue of table 1
1 lentelés tesinys

Fig. 1. Cemeteries of the microregion between Siluté—Priekulé and Svék$na in western Lithuania or
alternatively the Lamata land (numbers of the sites according to Table 1).

1 pav. Mikroregiono tarp Silutés ir Priekulés bei Svéksnos arba Lamatos Zemés kapinynai
(kapinyny numeriai atitinka nurodytus 1 lenteléje).
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Lamotina is mentioned in a Danish book of debts as a
land that was paying a tribute to the Danish king (Scripto-
res, 1861, S. 737). In Scriptores rerum Prussicarum, the
Lamata land is mentioned as a territory between Curonia
and Scalva in the middle of the 13th century. Peter from
Duisburg names this land as terra Lamotina late in the
13t and early in the 14" century (Duisburgietis, 1985,
p. 233-234, map).

Formation of a separate ethnic group in the territory
of Siluté—Priekulé and Svék$na happened after a split and
transformation of the cultural area of west Lithuanian
Stone-Circle graves (Tautavicius, 1996, p. 76). It seems
that this split occurred for internal and external reasons
provoked by the processes of the Great Migration Pe-
riod. The West Lithuanian cultural area of Stone-Circle
graves resolved into two areas, the northern — Curonian
and the southern — Lamatian, in the second half of the 6th
century. The territory of the lower reaches of the Nemu-
nas River influenced the process of formation of the La-
mata land. The ethnic and cultural situation in the west
Lithuanian cultural area of Stone-Circle graves and espe-
cially at the lower reaches of the Nemunas River were
influenced by the processes of the Great Migration Pe-
riod of the second halt of the 5 and of the 6t century
(Okulicz-Kozaryn, 2000, p. 120-123; Siménas, 1994, p-
10-19; Zulkus, 2000, p. 89-108). Internal migration of
the Baltic tribes was raised by migration of the Germanic
and Hunnish tribes. It is possible that a polyethnic group
with some nomadic features settled in the lower reaches
of the Nemunas River in the second half of the 5t —be-
ginning of the 6% century (Siménas, 1994, p. 10-19).

Anyhow, the microregion between Siluté—Priekulé
and Svéksna was populated by Baltic tribes with some
alien aspects in their culture. Archaeological material
shows clearly enough that the territory of Siluté—Prieku-
1é and Svéksna should be treated as a separate ethnic group
since the end of the 6" —beginning of the 7t century. The
specific features of the microregion, or of the so-called
Lamata land, are especially distinctly visible in the 7th
and 8 centuries. Archaeological material of Lamatian
cemeteries is rather different from that of Curonian and
Scalvian ones in the 7t century. There are known 15-16
cemeteries in the Lamata land dated to the 7-8th centu-
ries (Table 1), whereas there is considerably less archae-
ological material dated to the 6"-7t centuries from Cu-
ronia. Such famous Curonian cemeteries as Aukstkie-
miai (Oberhof, Klaipéda distr.), Egliskiai-Anduliai, Laz-
dininkai (both in Kretinga distr.) lack archaeological ma-
terial from the 617t centuries.

The Lamata land is located at the crossroad from Sam-
bian Peninsula and Mazurian Lakeland to Curonia, Sa-
mogitia and to other Baltic tribes (Genys, 1997, p. 141-
154). There is some accumulation of imports in the La-
mata land in the 6-7% centuries. Several specific arte-
facts imported from the middle Danubian region and nort-
hern shores of the Black Sea and dating from the 6th—7t
centuries have been found in the Lamata land and in Scal-
va. A gilded silver belt buckle and a plaque with the ani-
mal-shaped terminal were found at the Vilkyciai cemete-
ry with the material of the 6t century (Aberg, 1919,
p. 108). This magnificent piece of art was produced in
chip carving technique and decorated with scrolls and
acanthus leaf motif (Fig. 2). The belt buckle and the pla-
que have good analogues in Ostrogothic and Gepidic ma-
terial from the 5% or 6t centuries (Aberg, 1919, p. 118—
119; Brown Reynolds, 1995, p. 8-9, Fig. 6).

Fibulae with digits and a human face or human mask
on their feet are known from Linkiinai (grave 201a; now
Rzhevskoje, near Sovetsk, Kaliningrad region) and Se-
reitlaukis (Schreitlauken, Siluté distr.). Analogies to both
fibulae are known from Germanic or Slavonic material
of the 7t century (Voigtmann, 1939, p. 114-115, Abb.
2-3; CumoHoBa, 1970, c. 75-79). An analogous fibula
with digits was found at Vecel Chundjar in Rumania in
1875 (Voigtmann, 1939, Abb. 1; Cumonosa, 1970, Fig.
1). However, a human mask is known from square-hea-
ded bow fibulae. Part of this type fibulae have feet termi-
nating in a human mask This motif originated in Scandi-
navia and later became popular among Franks, Aleman-
ni, and Anglo-Saxons (Brown Reynolds, 1995, p. 42,
Fig. 60).

Fibulae with two semicircular plates at each terminus
(or equal-armed brooches) were found at Jurgaiciai and
Miesteliai (Tautavicius, 1972, 146, Fig. 18; Tamulynas,
2001). These brooches date to the late 6™ or to the 7th
century. Both mentioned fibulae have parallels in Franks’
material (Tautavicius, 1972, p. 146, Fig. 18; Neumayer,
1995, p. 77, Tafel 57).

Ornaments are the best indicators of ethnicity. The
second feature revealing the peculiarities of an ethnic
group is a characteristic way of wearing ornaments. The
third feature is that these ethnic peculiarities are mostly
reflected in women’s ornaments. The distribution of La-
matian women’s ornaments such as head pins, head-dress
adornments, open-worked pendants-amulets give perfect
evidence that the microregion between Siluté—Priekulé
and Svéksna in western Lithuania, or the Lamata land
really existed.
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Fig. 2. Gilded silver belt buckle and plaque with
animal-shaped terminus from Vilky¢iai cemetery
(after N. Aberg. With permission of Antikvarisk-
topografiska arkivet®; no scale).

2 pav. Sidabriné auksuota segé su apkalu is Vilkyciy kapiny-
no (i N. Obergo archyvo. Su Antikvarisk-topografiska
arkivet leidimu; be mastelio, matmenys — nenurodyti).

Pelta or heart-shaped pendants are typical ornaments
of Lamatian women. Such pendants adorned caps or were
peculiar to headbands of this land (Fig. 3: 5, 7; 4; Waet-
zoldt, 1939, p. 119; LLM, 1958, Fig. 361, 363; Nakaite,
1971, p. 126-128). This type of pendants is known only
from Lamata. However, pelta (or heart-shaped) motifs as
well as chip-carving technique based on different spirals
are of the Late Roman origin and were common in provin-
cial Roman art (Holmqyist, 1955, p. 14, Figs. 3, 4). Vario-
us Germanic, Sarmatian and Hunnish tribes started to use
different spirals following the tradition of Late Romans in
the 5t—6h centuries (Brown Reynolds, 1995: 7-8, Figs. 5,
6). It should be noted that in the Baltic milieu different
spirals as well as other motifs of the Migration Period were
transformed to more or less geometrical shape. Perhaps in

* Thank Synnéve Reisborg for permission to use this
artefact.
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the form of Lamatian women’s pelta pendants it is possible
to envisage the transformed shape of a lunula.

Heart-shaped pendants might have stylistic similarities
with small silver heard-shaped pendants from cemeteries of
Mazurian Lakeland (Olsztyn group of cemeteries). A small
(3.5 cm long) silver pelta pendant is known from Kielary,
Leszki graves of the 617t centuries (Gaerte, 1929, S. 290,
Abb. 238: h, j; Okulicz, 1973: 480-481, Fig. 246: b, f). The
latter pendants number from one to sixth in the graves.

Pelta pendants were found at the Jurgaiciai, Strag-
nai?, Vézaiciai cemeteries in women’s graves of the 7t
8th centuries (Waetzoldt, 1939, S. 119, Abb 6; Nakaité,
1972, 108-109, Fig. 8: 1-50). From six to ten heart-sha-
ped pendants and a small round pendant were found at
the head of a deceased woman. Heart-shaped pendants
were made from thin silver plates decorated with geo-
metrical patterns (Fig. 3: 1-6, 8; 4). Sometimes these
pendants were adorned with pieces of blue glass or glass
imitation stamped in embossed foil technique. On occa-
sion these pendants had been worn as amulets. Also, he-
art-shaped pendants were found by a diseased woman’s
waist, usually on the left side (Nakaité, 1972, p. 109). It
should be noted that heart-shaped pendants in their form
grently differ from the other Baltic ornaments. Stylisti-
cally these ornaments are close to open worked pendants-
amulets of Lamatian women.

Long bronze head pins with a rhombic head (or knit-
ting-needle-shaped) are typical of Lamatian and Scalvian?
women in sites of the 78t centuries (Kunciené, 1978, p.
10, map 4: 5). These pins should be hair or cap fasteners.
Such pins where found in Barvai, Dvyliai, Jurgaiciai, Lin-
kiinai, Mataiciai, Bikavénai* , Pociai, Stragnai, Svéksna, Vé-
zaiciai and Vilky kampas cemeteries (Figs. 5, 6: 1). The
length of pins with the rhombic head is about 21.5-34.5 or
even 40 cm. These head pins are decorated with geometri-
cal patterns, which are identical on the both sides (Fig. 5:
3-6). Only few Baltic ornaments have are decorated on
the both sides. Most of the ornaments decorated in such a
way come from the Lamata land (pendants-amulets). He-
ad pins with a rhombic head are of two types: with a small

2 T would like to express my gratitude to Rasa Banyté-
Rowell for information on a pendant from Stragnai (LNM
AR 38: 1844).

3 In Scalva, bronze head pins with rhombic heads are
found at the Barzinai (grave 33), Kreivénai (graves 18, 22),
Linkanai (grave 52), Vidgiriai (graves 11, 16, 17, 54) cemete-
ries. All these sites are in Siluté district.

4 Head-dress pin from Bikavénai (Pajiriskiai; Siluté dist.)
cemetery belongs to Samogitians. Loose find (SM 3945: 13).



A microregion between Siluté~Priekulé and Svéksna in western Lithuania or alternatively...

S ¥
4 .
Al L3

hll _—hl . “-.- I an I .I.H-.

2 o

™
o . i -
)

Fig. 3. Silver pelta or heart-shaped pendants from Lamatian sites. Reconstruction of wearing
(1, 6 — Jurgaiciai, grave 4; 2 — JurgaiCiai, grave 7; 3 — Jurgaiciai, grave 10; 4 — grave 1; 5 — after D. Waetzoldt, 1939; 7 — after
LLM, 1958, fig. 363; 8 — Stragnai, LNM AR 38: 1844). 1-4, 6, 8 — drawings by Audroné Ruzien¢).
3 pav. Sidabriniai peltos formos ar Sirdies pavidalo kabuciai i§ Lamatos kapinynuy.
Rekonstrukciniai kabuciy nesiojimo pieSiniai
(1, 6 — Jurgaiciai, kapas 4; 2 — Jurgaiciai, kapas 7; 3 — Jurgaiciai, kapas 10; 4 — kapas 1; 5 — pagal D. Waetzoldt, 1939; 7 — pagal
LLM, 1958, fig. 363; 8 — Stragnai, LNM AR 38: 1844). (14, 6, 8 — Audronés Ruzienés piesiniai).

127



A. Bliujiené

Fig. 4. Head ornament from six pelta pendants, one round pendant and bronze spirals. The orna-
ment was found at Jurgaiciai cemetery in 1968 (silver, bronze, blue glass) (photo by Antanas Luk$énas).

4 pav. Galvos papuosalas is peltos formos kabuciy. Jurgaiciy kapinynas, 1968 m. rastas kapas
(sidabras, zalvaris, mélyno stiklo akuté) (Antano LukSéno fotonuotrauka).

hole in the centre of the head (type I; Fig. 6: 1) and without
the hole (type II; Fig. 5: 1-7). Head pins of the second type
are much more massive and perhaps chronologically youn-
ger. Sometimes several amber beads are bound to the pins
of the first type (Fig. 6: 1, 2).

Wilhelm Gaerte and Carl Engel supposed that men-
tioned above head pins is typical ornament of Memel
culture. (Gaerte, 1929, p. 312, Abb. 258: a; Engel, 1931a
p-317,324). However, Curonian women have used other
types of head pins and even crossbow fibulae decorated
with ringlets to fix their head dress (Table 2; Kunciene,
1978, p. 9, map 4: 1-3). Samogitians women wore metal
headbands at this moment (Vaskeviciate, 1992, p. 128-
130).

Head pins with a rhombic heads have parallels in the
Germanic material of the late 57t centuries. Tiirin-
gian, Bawarian and Langobardian women wore stylisti-
cally similar head pins (Kiihn, 1940, S. 22, Abb. 86; Meng-
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hin, 1995, S. 20-21, Abb. 19; Neumayer, 1995, S. 78-79,
Tafel 59).

Alot of amber beads and necklaces come from Lama-
tian women graves of the 7"-9% centuries. There is a
huge amount of lathed and semi-lathed amber beads,
spindle whorls (Fig. 6: 4, 8: 7). Lamatian sites vastly out-
run Curonian sites by the quantity of amber. The territo-
ry of Lamata had no direct access to the Baltic Sea. Am-
ber trade was maintained in the lower Nemunas region in
the Great Migration Period and perhaps later (Nowa-
kowski, 1997, p. 99-103; Bliujiené¢, 2001, map 1). Abun-
dance of amber beads is a characteristic feature of Lama-
tian women’s costume of the 7!-8" centuries. Lamatian
women used to wear necklace strings of 5-15 amber be-
ads and bronze spirals (Fig. 6: 8). These necklace mostly
were attached to the brooches and were used as breast
ornaments (Fig. 6: 5, 8). The custom to attach strings of
glass and amber beads to brooches is more or less com-
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Fig. 5. Lamatian head pins with rhombic heads
(1, 3-7 — Stragnai LNM AR 38: 1004, 38: 1388, 38: 1389, 38: 656, 38: 44, 38: 1386; 2— Svéksna 6: 313). Drawings by
Audroné Ruziené (1-2, 7) and Virgilijus Truklickas (3-6).
5 pav. Lamatieciy smeigtukai rombo pavidalo galvute galvos apdangalui pritvirtinti
(1, 3-7 — Stragnai LNM AR 38: 1004, 38: 1388, 38: 1389, 38: 656, 38: 44, 38: 1386, 2 — Svéksna 6: 313). PieSiniai Audronés

Ruzienés (1-2, 7) ir Virgilijaus Truklicko (3-06).
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mon to the cultural area of west Lithuanian Stone-Circle
graves in the Late Roman Iron Age (Bliujiene, 2002, in
print). The same way of wearing necklaces is known on
the continent and Scandinavia (Jgrgensen, 1994, Abb.
121; Pietrzak, 1997, Tafel XXXVII; LIV; Stjernquist,
2002, p.104-106, Fig. 11). Other Baltic tribes used to
wear bead strings as neck ornaments in the Late Migra-
tion and Merovingian Periods.

Lamatian amber beads have a specific shape (Figs. 6:
2,8;7:1-9). Most of Lamatian amber beads are trunca-
ted biconical (Figs. 6: 8; 7: 1-4). Lamatian truncated
biconical amber beads are prototypes of group XXXII,
types 395-396a according to the classification proposed
by Magdalena Tempelmann-Maczynska (Tempelmann-
Maczyriska, 1985, S. 75, Tafel 16: 433-434; 67). Part of
biconical beads are big and low (& from 2.6 to 3.6 cm;
Fig.7: 1,2). Other truncated biconical beads are of vario-
us size (Fig. 6: 8; 7: 3-5). Part of amber beads are long
truncated biconical with a medial bulge (Fig. 7: 6-8).
Amber beads of this type sometimes are even 2-5 cm
long (Fig. 7: 8). Big low biconical and biconical amber
beads with a medial bulge are known only from the La-
mata land. However, truncated biconical amber beads
with a medial bulge have their prototypes in the types of
glass beads of the Late Roman Iron Age. Similarly sha-
ped glass beads are known from the lower Vistula River
region (Tempelmann-Maczyniska, 1985, Tafel 1: 60, 72—
73; 28). There is a group of oblong oval amber beads in
Lamatian strings (Fig. 7: 9). This type of amber beads is
close to group XLIX, type 447 after M. Tempelmann-
Maczynska (Tempelmann-Maczyniska, 1985, S. 79, Tafel
17: 447; 68).

One of the ornaments used by Lamatian women are
large and sometimes huge and massive crossbow broo-
ches with a cast catch plate and a long narrow somewhat
broadened foot at the end (Fig. 8). These bronze orna-
ments have a small crosspiece between the foot and the
bow and a large trapeze-shaped metope plate (Fig. 8: 5;
8). This type of fibulae is a characteristic ornament of the

7th_8th centuries. Anna Bitner-Wréblewska named this
type of brooches as Dollkeim/Kovrovo type, Lithuanian
variant (Bitner-Wréblewska, p. 48-50, Fig. 9). Nils Aberg
called this type of fibulae Armbrustfibeln mit umgeschla-
genem Fuss (Aberg, 1919, p. 166-167, Abb. 57-61, Kar-
te I1I). Brooches of this type are known from Lamata and
Scalva. More Dollkeim/Kovrovo brooches are known
from Lamata than from Scalva or the lower Nemunas
group (Bitner-Wréblewska, 2001, Fig. 9, Appendix E).
Dollkeim/Kovrovo brooches of Lithuanian variant are of
different proportions: their spring is nearly as long as the
whole length. These brooches are about 14-18 cm long
and have a spring (axis) 17-19 cm wide. Brooches are
decorated with stamped or engraved geometrical patterns
(Fig. 6: 5; 8). The fashion to wear these large brooches
did not extend beyond Lithuania. Very few of these broo-
ches are known outside the Lamata land (Tautavicius,
1996, p. 193, Fig. 81: 1; Bitner-Wréblewska, 2001, p. 48—
50, Fig. 9, Appendix E). Curonian women did not wear
fibulae of such type. For fastening their clothes they used
different bronze pins (Table 2).

The ornaments of neighbouring tribes might have
similar features in shape or décor, but amulets are indi-
vidual ornaments or are common to a particular social
stratum of the tribe. Lamata might be distinguished from
Curonia and Scalva because of the typical Lamatian wo-
men’s amulets of the 78t centuries (Tautavicius, 1996,
p. 246, Fig. 117; Bliujien¢, 1998, p. 66-87). Lamatian
women had oval openwork pendant amulets slightly re-
sembling huge peltas (Fig. 9). Perhaps in the shape of
these ornaments it is possible to envisage a transformed
shape of a lunula as well. Two openings in the shape of a
lunula are integrated inside the ornaments (Fig. 9). Oval
pendants consist of two separate pieces. One is oval in
shape, openwork, cast of bronze and decorated with ge-
ometrical patterns mostly on both sides. The other is
rectangular. Both pendants are connected with a short
chan. A completed ornament was about 21-24 cm long.
These pendants are found only in Lamatian women’s

Fig. 6. Grave finds from Dvyliai cemetery, woman grave 1.
1-2 — head pin with beads and spirals; 3—4 — spindle whorls; 5 — croossbow fibula with long foot; 6 — plaque; 7- rivets; § —
necklace; 9, 12 — finger rings; 10-11 — bracelets; 13 — neck-ring; 14 — awl; 15 — knife (/, 5, 9-13 — bronze; 2 — amber, glass,
bronze; 3 — antler; 4 — amber; 6 — pewter; 7, 14-15 — iron; 8— amber, bronze) (drawing by Virgilijus Truklickas).

6 pav. Dwliy kapinynas. Radiniai is moters kapo Nr. 1
1-2 - smeigtukas su karoliais ir jvijomis; 3-4 — verpstukai; 5 — lankiné segé; 6 — plokstelé; 7 — kniedés; 8 — vérinys; 9, 12 —
ijiniai Ziedai; 10-11- apyrankés masyviais galais; 13 — antkaklé su kilpele ir kabliuku; 14 — yla; 15 — peilis (1, 5, 9-13 - Zalvaris;
3 — ragas; 4 — gintaras; 6 — alavas; 7, 14-15 — gelezis; 8 — gintaras, Zalvaris) (Virgilijaus Tiuklicko piesinys).
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Fig. 7. Main types of the Lamatian amber beads
1-5 — biconical; 6-8 — with a medial bulge; 9 — oblong oval (drawing by Virgilijus Truklickas).

7 pav. Pagrindiniai Lamatos Zemés karoliy tipai
1-5 - dvigubo nupjauto kiigio formos; 6-8 — su aptakia briaunele; 9 — ovaliis (Virgilijaus Truklicko piesinys).

T —

Fig. 8. Massive bronze crossbow brooche with cast catch plate and long somewhat broadening
foot from Dvyliai cemetery (loose find LDM PMAp 5177) (drawing by Virgilijus Truklickas).

8 pav. Masyvi Zalvariné lankiné segé lieta uzkaba ir ilga truputj platéjancia kojele is Dvyliy kapinyno
(atsitiktinis radinys LDM PMAp 5177) (Virgilijaus Truklicko piesinys).
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2 table. Typical ornaments of Lamatian, Scalvian and Curonian women in the 7"-9'" centuries.
2 lentelé. Bidingi VII-IX a. lamatieciy, skalviy ir kursiy motery papuoSalai.

Curonia

I Lamata Scalva

Illll
-.l
ETd

inhumations of the 7"-8th centuries (Barvai, Dvyliai,
Jurgaiciai, Mockaiciai, Pociai, Stragnai, Silininkai,
Svéksna, Vézaiciai). Oval pendants are usually found at
the woman’s waist in the centre or the left side. Lama-
tian women these pendants wore hanged out to the sash
or belt. The position of these ornaments found in the
graves allows to interpret them as amulets. Their place
on the waist is symbolic. These amulets might protect
the woman’s womb. The amulets are related to woman’s
fecundity.

Scalvian women used to wear another type of amu-
lets in the 7th-8t centuries. Their amulets were of seve-
ral types (Table 2). In the end of the 89t centuries
Curonian women wore round silver-plated pendants-
-amulets adorned with 5 blue glass (Bliujiené, 1995, p. 39—
72). Lamatian, Scalvian and Curonian women’s pendants-
amulets were found in the inhumations of the 7t-9t cen-

turies. Baltic women’s pendants-amulets have parallels in
the Germanic world on the continent and on Gotland (Ner-
0 3 man, 1969, Tafel 113: 979-989; 175: 1457-1460-1464;

) 228: 1880-1882; Renner, 1970; Bliujiene, 1998, p. 75—

Fig. 9. Bronze openworked pendant-amulet from  77). In the second half of the 6"-7 century women of
Jurgaiciai cemetery grave 7. Germanic tribes (Franks, Alamannes, Bawarens) wore

9 pav. Zalvarinis ovalus kabutis i§ Jurgaiciy kapinyno kapo 7. round openwork pendants (Renner, 1970). These pen-
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dants were hanged out to the belt on the left side (Enge-
mann, Riiger, 1991, S. 208, Abb. 151).

Thus, the costume characteristic of Lamatian women
of the 78t centuries has some stylistic differences in the
shape of ornaments and decoration. The Lamatian wo-
men’s costume is quite different from the neighbouring
Baltic tribes (Table 2). On the another hand, all ornaments
have a Baltic character and are typical of one of the Baltic
areas—the Lamata land. Perhaps Lamatian ornaments we-
re slight by influenced by Germanic fashions.

Abbreviations

LLM 1958 — Kulikauskiené, R., Rimantien¢, R. Lietu-
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Scriptores, 1861. Scriptores rerum Prussicarum. Leip-
zig
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MIKROREGIONAS TARP SILUTES IR PRIEKULES BEI SVEKSNOS ARBA LAMATOS ZEME

ARCHEOLOGINIAIS DUOMENIMIS
Audroné Bliujiené

Santrauka

Mikroregiona tarp Silutés ir Priekulés bei Svéksnos arba ki-
taip Lamatos Zeme, archeologiniais duomenimis, kaip savitg
etnokultiirine sritj, pirmasis iSskyrée Adolfas Tautavicius. Ta-
¢iau Sios etnokulttirinés srities iSskyrimas sulauke tiek sekéju,
tesian¢iy Lamatos tyrinéjimus, tiek priesininky, neigianciy sios
srities egzistavimo galimybe. Tiksliau, kai kurie tyrinétojai ne-
izvelgia jokio skirtumo tarp skalviy paminkly bei esanciy Sveks-
nos, Priekulés, Silutés apylinkése paminkly.

Mikroregionas arba kitaip Lamatos etnokultiiriné sritis,
Lamatos Zemé ar tiesiog Lamata del prastai iSlikusios ir mazai
publikuotos archeologinés medziagos i§ pirmo Zzvilgsnio atro-
do gana paslaptingai. Sj jspiidj sustiprina geografiniai Lama-
tos ypatumai: pelkéta Minijos ir Nemuno delta bei pelkétos
Minijos intaky, lyg voratinkliu raizanc¢iy Lamata, vagos. Taciau
pajiirio Zemumoje iSsiskiria nedidelés Vézaiciy, Svéksnos, Si-
lutes, Priekulés, Skomanty apylinkiy auks$tumos, tinkancios
zmoneéms gyventi. VII-VIII/XII a. Siame mikroregione gali-
ma isskirti daugiau nei 30 laidojimo paminkly (1 lentelé). La-
matos teritorija uzimty apie 500 km? (1 pav.).

Tarpukario vokieciy archeologai, publikuodami ir kartog-
rafuodami Lietuvos pajirio medziaga, atskirais etniniais re-
gionais neskaidé. Visg aptariamg mikroregiong skyre Klaipé-
dos krasto paminklams (Memelkultur; Memel-Gruppe). Et-
niniu pozitriu Klaipédos paminkly grupe vokieciy archeolo-
gai apibudino arba kaip kurSiy, arba kursiy ir skalviy gyvena-
mag sritj. Taciau jau vokie¢iy mokslininky sudarytuose Klaipe-
dos krasto zemélapiuose Silutés ir Priekulés bei Svéksnos apy-
linkése iSsiskiria atskira nejvardyta kapinyny grupé. Cia rasta
nemazai iveztiniy dirbiniy (2 pav.). Apie Lamatos zeme (fer-
ram Lamotinam; Lammato), buvusia tarp Skalvos ir KurSo,
nuo XIII a. vidurio uzsimena rasytiniai Saltiniai

Vienas tinkamiausiy indikatoriy, nusakanciy etnines ypa-
tybes, yra papuoSalai ir jy neSiojimo biidas. Be to, dazniausiai
tai motery papuosalai.

Vieni tokiy papuosaly, budingy tik Lamatos moterims,
yra peltos arba Sirdies pavidalo kepuraiciy ar vériniy kabuciai
(34 pav.). Tokiy kabuciy rasta Jurgaiciy, Stragny, Vézaiciy
kapinynuose. Sirdies pavidalo kabuéiai yra sidabriniai (balto
metalo). Jy randama su kiek maZzesniais sidabriniais apskri-
tais kabuciais. Paprastai galvos srityje randami 6 (iki 10) Sir-
dies pavidalo ir 1-2 apskriti kabugiai. Sirdies pavidalo kabuciai
lamatieciy motery buvo nesiojami ir kaip amuletai. Reikia pa-
zyméti, kad balty areale peltos pavidalo ir ovaliis kiaurarasciai
kabuciai amuletai, kurie taip pat atkartoja Sia forma, smarkiai
iSsiskiria savo forma i$ visos aplinkos.

IS lamatietéms ir skalvéms skirtiny papuosaly yra virbalo
formos zalvariniai smeigtukai galvos apdangalui pritvirtinti ar
plaukams susegti, rasti Barvy, Jurgaiciy, Mataiciy, Bikavény,
Pociy, Stragny, Vézaiciy, Vilky kampo kapinynuose (5 pav).
Matyt, jie tvirtino Sukuosena ar galvos apdangala. Daugiausia
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tokiy smeigtuky rasta Lamatoje, jy aptinkama ir Skalvoje.
VII-VIII a. Lamatos motery kostiumui biidingi virbalo for-
mos smeigtukai yra ilgi — 21,5-34,5 cm ar net 40 cm ilgio (5; 6:
1 pav.). Pazymétina, kad tai vieni i§ nedaugelio balty papuosa-
ly, sudétingomis geometrinémis kompozicijomis ornamen-
tuoti abipus (5: 3-6 pav.). Tai rodo, kad Sio ilgo abipus identis-
kai dekoruoto smeigtuko galvuté bidavo matoma i§ abiejy
pusiy.

Tokie smeigtukai yra dviejy tipy. Vieni jy su skylute iSpla-
tintoje galvutéje, santiiriau dekoruoti, grakStesni, ne tokie ma-
syvus (I tipas; 6: 1 pav.). IT tipo smeigtukai masyvesni, be sky-
luciy galvutese. Prie I tipo virbalo formos smeigtuky kartais
pririSama po keleta gintariniy ir stikliniy karoliuky (6: 1 pav.).
I tipo smeigtukai buidingesni skalviy motery kostiumui. II ti-
po smeigtukai masyvesni, ilgesni, matyt, kiek vélyvesni. Pasta-
rieji smeigtukai buidingesni Lamatai (5 pav.). Aptariami smeig-
tukai analogiski aptiktiems VI-VII a. Siauriniy frankiy, ale-
maniy, tiuringiy, bavariy, langobardziy kostiume. Siy genéiy
moterys panaSiais smeigtukais segdavosi plaukus.

KurSiy moterys, kitaip nei kaimynés lamatietés, galvos ap-
dangalui susegti VII-VIII/IX a. naudojo lanking zieduotaja
sege ir specialius smeigtukus rombine, trikampe ir ratelio pavi-
dalo galvutémis (2 lentelé). Zemaités specialiy smeigtuky gal-
vos dangai susegti neturéjo, nes nesiojo metalinius apgalvius.

VII-VIII/IX a. lamatieCiy, dazniausiai motery, kapuose
randama gana daug gintariniy karoliy, nors Lamatos terito-
rija prie Baltijos pajirio, kaip gintaro Saltinio, neprieina, bet
intensyvi prekyba ir, matyt, gintaro apdirbimo dirbtuvés turé-
jo daugiau reikSmes nei zaliavy Saltinis. Nemuno Zemupyje
nuo seno egzistavo svarbios prekyvietés, kurios uztikrino tiek
Sios vietoves, tiek Lamatos svarba ir prekybai tarp balty gen-
&iy, ir mainams su tolimesniais regionais. Sio laikotarpio La-
mata nuo pietiniy kursiy ir skalviy bei Zemaiciy skirty ir savity
formy dazniausiai tekinti ir pusiau tekinti gintariniai karoliai
(6: 2, 8; 7 pav.). Lamatietés vérinius nesiojo ne tik kaip kaklo
papuosalus, bet ir kaip savitus kriitinés papuoSalus
(6: 8 pav.).

Lamatai ypac budingi prailginti dvigubo nupjauto kiigio
formos karoliai, kurie kartais siekia net 4,8-5 cm ilgio ir yra 1-
1,8 cm skersmens (7: 6-8 pav.). Sie gintariniai karoliai turi
rySkia aptakia briauna. Paprastai tokie karoliai vériniuose de-
rinami su Zalvarinémis jvijomis. Lamatai taip pat budingi dide-
li Zemo dvigubo nupjauto kiigio formos karoliai ( 7: 1-2 pav.).
Randama pailgo ovalo formos gintariniy karoliy (7: 9 pav.).

Vienos budingiausiy segiy, randamy VII-VIII a. lama-
tieciy motery kapuose, yra lankingés ilgakojeés seges su kryzma
tarp kojelés ir liemenélio (brooches of Dollkiem/Kovrovo ty-
pe, Lithuanian variant arba Armbrustfibeln mit umgeschlage-
nem Fuss). Sio tipo segés paplitusios Lamatoje ir Skalvoje.
Vis délto ju Lamatoje rasta daugiausia. Lankinés ilgakojés
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seges su kryzma tarp kojelés ir liemenélio yra Zalvarines, turi
14-18 cm ilgio ir 17-19 cm plocio ivija. Seges kojele Siek tiek
platéjanti, daznai ornamentuojama tik apacioje skersiniy jkarty
grupe (6: 5; 8 pav.).

Taigi lankines ilgakojes seges su kryzma tarp kojelés ir
liemenélio nesiojo lamatietés ir skalvés. Skalvoje Zinomi tik
keli vyry kapai, kuriuose rasta siy segiy. Tuo tarpu lamatieciy
kaimynés pietinés kurSés VII-VIII a. segiy i§ viso beveik
nenesiojo. Jos drabuzius susegdavo ivairiais smeigtukais
(2 lentele).

Salimais gyvenanciy artimy materialine ir kultiirine pras-
me gentiniy junginiy papuoSalai gali turéti bendry bruozy,
biiti tapaciy formy, identiSko dekoro, o amuletai yra indivi-
dualis ar budingi tik tam tikro gentinio junginio bendruome-
nei ar jos daliai.

VII-VIII a. Lamata nuo kaimyny pietiniy kursiy, Zemai-
¢iy ir skalviy skiria amuletai, nesioti tik lamatieciy motery (9
pav.). Tokiy kabuciy rasta Barvy, Dvyliy, Jurgaiciy, Mockaiciy,
Pociy, Stragny, Svékinos, Vézai¢iy kapinynuose. Lamatos mo-
tery amuletai susideda i§ dviejy daliy ovalaus kiaurarascio ir
vertikalaus staciakampio kabucio. Siy kabugiy forma primena
peltos pavidala. Pabréztina, kad Sie kabuciai yra dviejy daliy,

dazniausiai ornamentuoti i§ abiejy pusiy. Juy randama nede-
gintiniuose turtingy motery kapuose, juosmens srityje, kaire-
je puséje. Sie dvidaliai lamatie¢iy motery kabudiai turi aikiy
paraleliy su VI a. germaniy (alemanés, bavarés) ir kiek véles-
ne Gotlando medziaga.

VII-IX a. pradzios pietiniy kurSiy kostiuma i§ aplinkos
labai iSskiria apskriti kabuciai, taip pat randami nedegintiniuose
turtingy motery kapuose, juosmens srityje, kairéje puseje.
Pastaryjy mety duomenys leidzia teigti, kad VI-VII/VIII a.
skalviy moterys nesiojo kitokius nei pietinés kursés ir lamatie-
tés kabucius-amuletus. Skalviy kabuciai-amuletai yra jvairesni
(2 lentele).

Taigi apibudinant VII-VIII a. lamatietés kostiuma reikia
atkreipti démesj | skirtinga papuoSaly stilistika, suformuota,
matyt, ne be germaniskos mados i§manymo Nors visi Lamatos
motery nesioti papuoSalai yra baltiSky formy ir dekoro, pri-
taikyti baltiSkam skoniui, bet kartu yra ir saviti, biidingi tik Siai
sriciai.

Lamatos zeme, turinti gera keliy, gyvenvieciy ir, matyt,
prekyvieciy sistema, iSlieka. Taciau ja detaliau apibuidinti traks-
ta duomeny. Be to, vélyvajame gelezies amziuje iskyla ir Sios
zemes administracinés priklausomybés klausimas.
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